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THE MYSTERY or maurrr 1 vorn ALREADY WORK. 3 
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$ 


THERE are 8 circumſtances i in the conduct 80 thoſs * 
who firſt promulgated the Goſpel, which, excluſive of their general 
character, increaſe its credibility, and add one more to the many 
other marks of its authenticity and truth. For thoſe excellent per- 
ſons, not deterred themſelves by the difficulties and diſcouragements 


with flattering hopes of their own immediate or complete ſucceſs in 
converting the world. On the contrary, though convinced that the 

| Goſpel would be unſpeakably beneficial on the hole, and ſpread 

with rapidity, and finally preyail, they frequently expreſs their ap- 
prehenſions, or rather, their certain foreknowledge, that the purity 
of its precepts would not be preſerved ; that vice and error would 
not be eradicated ; that peace and righteouſneſs, ſo congenial to 

the ſpirit of Chriſtianity, would not be eſtabliſhed : that, beſide the 
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hearers, or his correſpondents, with accounts of ſo diſcouraging a 


ticulars of his own plan, by forctelling the depravity of thoſe who © = 


ponding events by which they were followed, we known the 


its more mature and eſtabliſhed ſtate ; yet, in a ſenſe ſtill further 


of the world, at large, , from the earlieſt Ot | to the e times. 


r ee eee ee e e . 


Aachen oppoſition to be expected oma open and one enemies, 
it would be betrayed by falſe brethren, who, from conceit of their 
own wiſdom, would corrupt the faith; and diſgraced by degenerate: 


. profeſſors, who, from ambitious or mercenary motives, would 


apoſtalize from it. 


1 1 7 Fg "0 * = | x a Ef-3 "A : 
"How very far removed Was ſuch a conduct from enthuſiaſin and 
from art? A fanatic would never have thought of entertaining his 


nature; nor would a hy pocrite Þ have betrayed the diſcrediting par- 1 


ſhould hereafter embrace it. In ſuch declarations we recognize the 
fimplicity of truth: and, when we compare them with the correſ- 


reality of divine ſpat. = 
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BoT although the A poltle, i in the 8 1 * text, 1 the 
MysTERY or IntquiTY to the wrong principles and practices 
which very early began to appear in the infant church, and led the 
way to thoſe dreadful corruptions which he foreſaw would diſgrace | 


extended, it may very properly be applied to the general condition | 


Tür firſt introduction of sin and Death—The xpoſtacy of 
mankind from the 'worthip. of the one true God—The long, and 
wide-ſpread ni ight of Pagan 1 ignorance—The frequent relapſes of 


the choſen People, terminated by their -obſtinate infidelity, and 

 favage treatment of their divine Meffiah, and his faithful followers 

—The perſceutions of the Heathen Emperors o often renewed — © 
againft the riſing Church—The diſtracting Herefies and Schiſtns „„ 


La the Chriſtian Tefts—The opal and. ſucceſsful enterprize of tlie 
| ® Arabian 
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To reform * . of his own. country firſt, and afterwards 
that of the Jewiſh and Chriſtian communities, was the declare 


purpoſe of the crafty Arabian, — moſt artfully pretending, that us 
was . commiſſioned to atchieve THAT by the ſalutary terrors of the 
ſword, which neither the mild methods of argument and perſua- 


ſion, nor even the awful and commanding evidence of miracles 
had been able to accompliſh. For although Chriſtianity, both by 
its general ſpirit, and particular precepts, affords the ſtrongeſt 
ſecurity to peace and harmony, yet we know that it was made 
by its nominal profeſſors a moſt: powerful inſtrument of diſcord 
and diſſenſion. Nothing indeed more contributed to the ſucceſs 
of that bold Adventurer „chan the vexatious hereſies and ec Fog | 
which rcd * aged I the Chriſtian ſocieties. :: 


Bor en and ü eee of duch dreadful —ů : 
ations from the ſimplicity and purity of the Goſpel do&rines, was 
that yoxTENTOUs Power eſtabliſhed in the Cuuxcn n. The | 
unchriſtian contentions for dominion and ſupremac = 
on by thoſe hes ſet: themſelves up for its fathers aud fende 
ended at laſt in the deciſive triumph of the Roman Pontif, who, of 
all the contending Biſhops, found the occurrences of the times moſt 
favourable to his views. The weakneſs and ſupineneſs of the rulers 
on the declenſion of that empire; the general prevalence of i 


rance and ſuperſtition, and other concurring accidents, embolden 


him to aſſert, and enabled him to ſupport, his extravagant hls 


and pretenſions. The foundation of his claims and the rule of his 


polity was furniſhed to him by his predeceſſor in the MysTzzr- 
or IntquiTY,—the corrupt and apoſtate Church of Jeruſalem. 
How faithfully the Church of Rome has copied the craft of her 
elder ſiſter, how far ſurpaſſed her in the dark and deep-laid deſigns 


of ambition and avarice, I need not obſerve to Tas Audience: 
I will only add, that of all the trials, which, in the various viciſ- 


ſitudes 


= 


off its — — r though. with ſo 
nk as is common to > prophets before tl ir completion. As ow. 


inquirers * reveries of fanciful FR en. mployed 
upon thoſe propheſies in which it is deſeribed. But whatever - 
term of its 8 Bosa rien may: he, it is much to be feared, that even 

| ntinue. For, as the 
pride af Porury, and. the arrogance of a a vain Partesorur ere 


ebe (faid the Emperor of that time) niſi e — 

| eſſet mundo, quem jos regis; eg nne nne, ee Mo ee fm 
O eternal God] were it not for thy watchful Providence,” what would become of 
this poor world, governed, as it is, by me, a miſerable hunter, and that raſcal JuLzvs. 
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minds of men, and ſo effectually urdities .of the 


Romiſh Church, particularly thoſe wy e and ie 
chat there is no ground at preſent for feat 
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Oeeded, I mean the AnUsES or RNASSAU AND LEARNING, the 
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ä Finding themſelves > happily releaſed from their ae and 


— moſt-kappily/cxpeſts this kindoof: Ard) 
began to conſider their very girdles and | garters: as bonds ard 


macklks. It is natural to imagine, that after the uſe and exercil 


of reaſon had been ſo cruelly confined, and on all ſerious ſubjects 


pProſcribed and interdicted; when that PowER by which even 


Thought itſelf had been fettered and impriſoned, had loſt its in u- 
ence, and was no longer able to maintain ſuch tyrannice 
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meſtimable value of FREE-INQUIRY by the noble uſes to wich 


| theyapplidiitudcno- iu | Daring  TOrt 71151 i 16 wt: A ahT 


a . : | 177 5 5 2 
Heis enen oil 3 ſis 07 i oil eis d . 


ok the next clais are thoſe nh ae daring __ 


in reſiſting: Aa ſpixitual urpation, reli : | 
r inſtead of eordially eee nn 4 lg 


in Cha? = cnlifted under human leaders, and unhappily b 


into ſects and _— their notions of LIBERTY, too 4 


romantic, not admitting any bond of union, or articles ef peace 
which might hold them together. It is painful, but it may 8 


temper: and — it ſeen more ſtrongly; than in thaſe inteſ- 
tine Ae eee feuds. and hoſtile animoſities, which. 
harraſs and diſtract the learned diſputants, even hen contending. | 


for uneſſential forms, and points of mere ſpeculation; unimportant, 


or unintelligible. And although the unhappy diſputes among the 
firſt Proteſtants could not invalidate the reaſons for which they 
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ing matter 3 * bots 3 — ad, Infidels. - [Even this 
f may may fairly conſider as an. inferior or ſubordinate. part in d. 
1 555 or INI dv IT VI for the principal and predominant part 
is nw to bb rioted in-thie\thir@/and. laſt-of theſe claſſes... And, in 
1 45 Refined odds * 
are aware of, almoſt all the infidel, and much the greater part of 
moral ict ions ſo inſtrumental to the apoſtacy of theſe latter 
„ times, ee beef written and printed in Proteſtant countries, 
„ 2 U the ravages of a plague orid peſtilence: are not. more to 
inks traded, than the influence of on books on the mind, and 
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* Ax obſervation of Mr. Gibbon as occaſioned the WY" of theſe otherwiſe 5 
unneceſſary words. 1 know, ſays be, of but om religion, where the God, and the 
Victim are the ſame.” , This, perhaps, is one of the ſmarteſt Sophiſms 1 a 
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furniſh. - Here, by leaving out one part of. Chriſt's nature, his Atonement is n epre- 


preſented as an abſurdity, 
converted into Idolaters. 
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juſt as by leaving out che other, N * trueſt "Bellevers are 


"1. ” 
deſtined-to: be the guides and: inſtructors o Sthel 1 vun 


' $ELves be guarded againſt wrong impreſſions, and: cate thoſe; _ 
to which the temper of the preſent times is moſt ſtrongly inclined: 


I am the more anxious in this particular, becauſe an opinion has 
lately been taken up by ſome zealous: friends of religion, that the 


SEVERER: STUDIES, which in this PLACE: have always been encou- 
_ raged very much, and purſued with ſingular ſucceſs, are ill .calcu- 


lated for the promotion of piety, and, from their nature, unfavour- 


able to it. Although ſome writers, diſtinguiſhed for their excellence 


in thoſe ſtudies, have eſpouſed that opinion, I think that the con- 


trary ſuppoſition . might eaſily be ck le by ſatisfactory argu- 
ments, as well as by examples taken both from among the living 


and the dead, which, if ſingly d, would have very great 
weight. 5 VVV gear, 
Howzvrk, it is ſtill true, that a fyſtem of Education, which 
has for its chief object the cultivation and improvement of the 
reaſoning Powers, is liable, like all other things, to perverſion and 


abuſe. Indeed, the very ſucceſſes of ſuch a ſyſtem will be hurtful 


ügh degree, if they engender a too confident reliance: on thoſe 
Powers, which ſuperior excellence in them is apt to inſpire: if 
they tend to deſtroy, or diminiſh that modeſt and diſcrete diſtruſt 
of our own ſtrength, with which all difficult ſubjects ought to be 
canvaſſed that reverential awe, with which the ableſt ſcholar is 
ever moſt ſtrongly impreſſed in entering on religious inquiries. 
And theſe evils will certainly take place, if, in the conduct of ſuch 
a ſyſtem, particular care be not taken to keep ſeparate and diſtinct 
the reſpective provinces of RR ASO and FAITH. 


[Bu not miſled by thoſe, who, to obtain l of ſuperior 
wiſdom, or to avoid the reproach of a weak credulity, affect to 


| underſtand more, or 13 to believe leſs, than God has revealed. 


ot res e names. hh not wes | nike! 4 
vhicl faſtened to the term OR THODOX; or the) tile of 
| d e ee Which bad men have ſtigmatiae dhe- 
_ rence to the truth, deter you fro m defen ding wih becoming ſpirit; ſpiri 
the purITY- Ko": the Chriſtian doctrines ; the — . 
„ the Faith which was once Achiverelle the Saints. And for _ . 
important office, "THEY whoſe faculties: have been moſt invigor | 
by habits of. attention to the sEvIRXER STUDIES will contmonlyibe 
the beſt qualifed. Who can be fitter than uch rſons, 
examining the pretenſions of religious inſtitutions, for — 
the evidences of their truth, and for the critical interpretation of 
the ſacred Volumes? But, to inveſtigate the PHYSICAL ESSENCE 
of the Supreme BEING, the propriety and expediency of 
divine er mee or the full nature and import of truths revealed 
but in part,—for ſuch attempts x faculties are fitted, all are 
alike incompetent, as a late Prelate has clearly ſhewn in his im- 
mortal ANA Lo, —a bock, which, happily for the world, is now 
better known in this kingdom, is i in the hands of moſt ſcholars, 
and by their ableſt FTutors and Directors recommended and ex- 
plained with particular care. If this care be continued, a8 I am 
perſuaded it will be, there can be no danger that the cultiva 
n any true ſcience, or of the reaſoning powers ſo directed 
and cireumſcribed;: ſhould afford the leaſt encouragement! to that 
pRESUMTUOUs, PHILOSOPHIZING SPIRIT 1, Which ever ſince the 
Chriſtian a ara nn 7 nn en wenn Toners, i [ 
5156 is „ Which, in every age, im ſeeled the ant” 
certain-sC10L1STS againſt the doctrine of a divine REDEEMER, . 
2 r ie and ſome other points of - __ TR will, ok 
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1 WF [1 
we ain tices, on the ſame principle. they n. iſt be fiec 
with every ſyſtem alike, the religion of nature, wad: aten af 
being replete with inſcrutable myſteries. The rude curioſity which 
would tear off the veil that conceals them, beſide the guilt of 
impiety, carries with it its own puniſhment. n further men 
puſh their inquiries beyond the limits of ſcience, the deeper they 
are immerſed in the miſts of ignorance. They ficrifies the un+ 
ſpeakable advantage of truths-which cvery man may know; in 
the reſtleſs purſuit of unattainable mg: anable to 
endure the conſtant - anxiety of - unſettled opinions, . ſeek 
N en at laſt in the wretched abſurditic of to | 


IA not conſcious that the foregoing deſcription is at all over- _ 
charged. Nor is it wonderful in the leaſt, that, in proportion 
as; | idely —— RE 


i 


Pac 


10 ende Ec eng the; MYSTERY or Aauprrr may 
continue to work, what new paths of miſery: it may yet ſtrike 
out, and hot far it may be permitted to proceed, time only can 
diſcover. The very expreſſion diſcourages inquiry, and ſeems to 
prohibit the indulgence of curioſity or conjecture. It was with 
equal piety and good ſenſe, that Luther faid to the over- anxious 
Melarthon, — Leave God to e his on world. Let us 
_ Traſt to the wiſdom, where we cant ot comprehend the ways, of 

his Providence. Amid the aweful — of that great queſtion 
* THE PREVALENCE OF MORAL EV1L,” one thing is perfectly clear; 
At is Sur duty to reſiſt it to the utmoſt of our power: and the 
degree of ſuch refiſtance is not only the TRIAL, but the MEASURE 
of our virtue. Even the unenlightened Heathens underſtood this 
_— and ſome of them inn it too, with a. zeal and perſe- | 
Verance 


ance which would juſtly b6-wimiced in Sa | 


"11t1 ans. 


Happily for ſuch, the deſire and ability to oppoſe it are now 


4 


ſtrengthened and encouraged by the. promiſe of Divine aſſiſtance 


to all who endeavour well, and ſincerely aſk it. The MzTHoDs 
of oppoſing it are alſo pointed out in the Scriptures for the equal 
benefit of every individual who applies them with equal ſincerity. 
But to the MEMBERS of a PUBLIC BoDY, and MANAGER Of a2 
LEARN RED COMMUNITY), the ſame Obligation has a ſtronger force, 
and a wider extent. For it is of unſpeakable importance to the 
ſupport of truth, and' the intereſts of virtue and piety, that the 
Kuckes of YOUTH mould de e et and ! 


Tuar they may a continue to be ſo, we — 1 
the bleſſing of God on all Schools and Seminaries of ſound Learn- 
ing, and religious Education. 
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NOTE TO 
© THE SOVEREIGNTY or THE PEOPLE,'—P. I2. 


Ir ſeems to me, that even the obſolete, exploded doctrine concerning the divine, 
 Indefeaſible, hereditary right of Kings, is not more remote from the truth, than the 
popular maxims maintained of late by writers of confeſſed ability, and ſome of them ſo 
very reſpectable, that their character, ſhould they chance to err, would almoſt conſe | 
their errors. And I think they have miſtaken a mere NATURAL POWER for a MORAL | 
RIGHT, According to their ſtatement, two fundamental rights have been retained 
by the People of Great Britain: the firſt is that of * reſuming | the delegated authority 
of the ſtate from the hands of governors, who deliberately and flagrantly violate the 
conditions on which it was committed to them.” The other is, that of “ making 
any alterations in the conſtitution, if extreme emergencies ſhould ever accur, which 
it ſhall be firmly convinced that the public wealth and ſafety require, N the 
ner — ſhould refuſe its conſent.” 5 = 

D | Baron: 


Bronx the People can be ſaid to have RETAINED, 2 ſhould be I that 
they ever POSSESSED, ſuch rights: And until we are ſatisfied concerning their ExIs r- 
ENCE, all arguments againſt the RENUNCIATION of them are a mere waſte of time 
and labour, Let us ſee then how they are made out. The ground of them is repre- 
ſented as, * ſecurity for national freedom, and the augmentation of national hap- 
pineſs.” But the afſertors of theſe rights are aware that the peace and ſtability of 
ſtates wouid be endangered by the needleſs or improvident exerciſe of them; againſt 
which, not all the ſage advice and ſenſible reflexions which are added to prevent ſuch 
abuſes, could form the leaſt ſecurity, even under a government the beſt conſtituted 
and the beſt adminiſtered: And when we conſider, what may eaſily happen, that, at 
ſome critical and unlucky conjuncture, the minds of the people may be ſtrongly 
_ impreſſed by artful miſrepreſentations, by doleful pictures of imaginary grievagees and 
abuſes, or of real ones magnified beyond the juſt proportion; and that their vanity, 
flattered with high notions of their own importance, and concurring with their angry 
emotions, may lead them to the wildeſt exceſſes ; how extremely cautious ſhould we 
be in reaſoning on ſuch delicate ſubjects, left the public mind ſhould be thrown into 
a * which no force of reaſoning could afterwards allay ? | 


Bur laschen, the maintenance of ſuch maxims ſeems. as NEEDLESS, as it is ums APE. 


For the inconteſtible yo WER of the People is alone ſufficient. In countries, not habi- 


tuated to ſlavery, grievances of a certain magnitude WILL. kindle propartionage 
reſentment, and provoke ſuitable meaſures of redreſs, if not retaliation. | a> 


* therefore the claims aſſerted are not founded on neceſlity, ſo neither are they 
ſupported by the caſe of the Revolution, when the POWER of the People, or Com- 
munity. at large, ſo wiſely and happily exerted for its benefit, did not confine itſelf 
within the rules of ſtrict juſtice, as they themſelves allow. The proceedings at that 
period, if not regular throughout, were warranted: by the EXIGENCY OF THE CASE, 
and: not by any rights in the People, as ſtated above. 


Ir the caſe of the Wesel will not ſerve to eſtabliſh weir poſitions, ſtill leſs will 
any human and fallible Authorities, how reſpectable ſoever, eſpecially when the 
.maxims they eſpouſe are at variance with the precepts of inſpired Writers. For 
although it would be an impious falſehood to aſſert, with the late Mr. Gibbon, that 
St: Paul preached unconditional ſubmiſſion under the reign of a Nero, yet the manner 
in which he inculcated ſubjection to the higher Powers, and the reaſons on which he 
grounded that duty, very ſtrongly militate againſt the notion, that the MEASURES of 
ſubmiſſion in critical emergencies, ſhould be ſettled by the people; i. e. that the fate 
of the commmunity ſhould be decided * n who are leaſt e of. ooh apd 
| moſt _— to be deceived. 


| Tun eee . GOVERNMENT. ideal eee their choice and 

pleaſure, but GOVERNMENT itſelf is the appointment of God, and the end of it, the wel- 

fare of the People, cannot be attained, unleſs the claims of: AurHoRIT Y, and the duty of 
| | | _ - SUBMISSION, 
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95 SUBMISSION, 8 a bene ſupport chan the warm „ of their _ * to 
allow. Even on the bold ſuppoſition, that THEY are the origin of all authority, and the 


| Judges, in the caſes ſuppoſed, when to reſume it, the right to reſiſtance would have no ; 


foundation. For what is this, in reality, but a right to break through their own com- 
pact, —a right to act, in the moſt important of all concerns, according to the impulſe 

of the moment, according to the dictates of fancy and caprice? For as to their firm 
conviction concerning the neceſſity of proceeding to ſuch extremities, it might be real 


or pretended, well or ill founded, juſt as the caſe might be. At the Revolution, rei- 
tance was properly reſorted to, by the Community at large, as the only remedy for 


great and incurable evils: about half a century before, it carried the guilt of rebellion; 
becauſe legal modes of redreſs, if purſued with temper, and applied with diſcretion, -_ 
would have made an appeal to the Sword unneceſſary ;—would have prevented all the 
miſeries of a twelve year's Uſurpation, and of the horrid civil war which preceded it. 


| Every Argument, which bears againſt the former Aſſertion, is, I believe, equally 
applicable to the latter. However, I will juſt add in reſpect. to this, that, if an indi- 
vidual, who thinks himſelf in a very bad way, has Nor a right to riſque the ruin of 
his own conſtitution by reſorting to untried and dangerous remedies, inſtead of purſu- 
ing the advice of experienced Phyſicians; much leſs can the People have a right 
to change the Government, not only without, but even againſt the conſent of the 


. Legiſlature, though on the ns belief (ons ſach's an exerciſe of their power is = 
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